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made to Horace Walpole's malignity, and to the depreciatory
fashion which he set. Thus while Walpole himself attri-
butes to Falkland " much debility of mind," Macaulay de-
rides his political instability, and Sanford writes of his
"morbidly sensitive disposition" and declares that "want
of balance of judgment was the defect in Falkland's
character ". Gardiner, with all his admiration for Falkland's
splendid qualities of heart and mind, writes contemptuously
of his political opinions and achievements, while Forster does
not hesitate to describe him as "far more of an apostate
than Strafford, for his heart was really with the Parliament
from the first which StrafFord's never was, and never to the
end did he sincerely embrace the cause with which his
gallant and mournful death has eternally connected him ".

How far do these judgments accord with the facts of
Falkland's career as disclosed in the foregoing pages ? To
the party politician "apostacy" is the worst of political
crimes : but with what justice can it be charged against
Falkland ? He was at once a genuine reformer and a genuine
conservative. Abuses he abhorred; change for its own
sake he detested. "Where it is not necessary to change,
it is necessary not to change." This was the quintessence
of Falkland's political creed, and from the outset to the close
of his career he was consistently faithful to the principle it
embodies. So long as it was a question of the destruction
of the machinery of Stuart despotism Falkland was the
most ardent of reformers. With StrafFord and Laud he
had no sympathy, and no man denounced with greater vehe-
mence the principles which lay at the root of the ship-
money judgment; but for the annihilation of the ancient
constitution in Church and State, for the virtual efface-
ment of the Monarchy, and the substitution of Presbyterian-
ism for Episcopacy Falkland was not prepared. For the
first few months of the Long Parliament Falkland actedharity, re-1ewis. his sufferings, and to encourage his known abilities (for which
